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Mrs,  Gerckeii  Owns  Heirloom. 

!     The  interesting  article  in  the  local 
department    of    the  Leavenworth 
Times  of  last  Thursday  evening  con- 
cerning Miss  Mary  Delahay  and  her 
acquaintance  with  Abraham  Lincoln, 
brings  a  communication  from  Mrs.  I 
Amanda  Hack  Gercken,  of  221  Wal- i 
nut  street,  in  which  she  tells  of  a  i| 
beautiful  table  presented  to  her  fa-  li 
ther,  Mr.  Gregory  C.  Hack,  by  Miss 
Calhoun  in  1906. 

At  this  table,  of  which  Mrs.  Gerck- 
en is  justly  proud,  sat  Abraham  Lin- 
coln when  Judge  Delahay  made  the 
famous  prophesy  of  the  election  of 
Lincoln  to  the  presidency.  At  the 
presentation  to  Mr.  Hack  of  the  | 
table,  Miss  Delahay  sent  the  follow- 
ing  letter: 

Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
Oct.  15,  1906.  ' 
Mr.  Gregory  C.  Hack:  • 
My   father.    Mark    W.  Delahay,! 
bought  this  table  the  latter  part  of' 
July  1856,  in  Alton,  lillinois,  when 
his  family  sojourned  there    as    ref-  : 
ugees  from  Kansas  during  the  Bor-  ' 
der  War.     He  returned  to  Leaven- j 
worth  in  the  spring  of  1859  and  we' 
have  used  this  table  continuously  up  ! 
to  the  present  time.    Many  distin- j 
guished  guests  of   my   father   and  | 
family  have  partaken  of  his  hospi- j 
tality  and  of  that  of  my  mother  after 
his  death.    Among  them,  Abraham  f 
Lincoln,  Gen.  J.  H.  Lane,  Hon  Mar- j 
cus  J.  Parrott,  Hon.  Martin  F.  Con- ' 
j  way,  Hon.  Carter  Wilder,  Hon.  Web- 
j  ster  Wilder,  Gen.  John  Pope,  Gen. 
'  Geo.  A.  Custer,  Capt.  Tom  Custer, 
Gen.  James  Shields,  Judge  Samuel  : 
L.  Latta,  Judge  Samuel  Lecompte,  | 
Judge  Caslns,  O.  Foster.  Judge  John  | 
Dillon,    Judge    Samuel    F.    Miller,  ^ 
Judge  Stewart,  of  New  York;  Judge  | 
Heminggray.  Gov.  G.  Crawford,  Gov,  ' 
Thos.  L.  Carney,  Gov.  George  Anth- 
ony. Gov.  Thog.  A.  Osborn,  Gen.  John 
I  A,  Halderman,  Gen.  Hiram  Sleeper, 

Bishop  Thomas,  of  Kansas,  and  many 
others  whom  I  can  not  recall 
Very  truly, 
MARY  E.  DELAUY. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hack  witnessed  the 
departure   of  the   remains   of  the 
martyred  president  from  the  capital 
and  also  as  he  laid  In  state  on  Eas 
ter  Sunday  In  Albany,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Hack  was  present  at  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  debate.  ^     ,      .  , 


TABLE  AT  WHICH  LIHCOLU  SAT 


Lincoln  relics  'burned 


Antiques  of  ^ 

Great  Value 
TvOk  Are  Damaged 

Special  to  Times-Republican. 
;  Council  Bluffs,  Aug.  17.  =—  Miss 
Julia  Officer,  124  Fifth  avenue,  a  | 
belle  of  earlier 'Council  Bluffs  days, 
spent  the  hours  alone  in  her  partly- 
burned  house  Friday  night  a  few 
hours  after  the  flames  had  been  ex- 
tinguished by  firemen. 

A  table  at  which  Abraham  Lijn- 
coin  sat  when  he  was  tfie  '^uestof 
TmrHfts  Officer,  father  of  Miss  Of- 
ficer, was  badly  charred,  and  other 
antique  furniture  and  heirlooms 
were  burned  because  Miss  Officer 
left  a  candle  burning  near  inflam- 
mable material  to  show  the  furni- 
ture to  an  antique  dealer. 

'-fririftfVi<pw;r-i,^ 


1608  -  7m  Street 
Mollue,  nilaois 

%  4aar  Ur«  Ijrstraiids 


Xt  appmrs  to  3i«  tbat  the  table  to  vhi^ 
ycTOL  r«f€ar  In  your  ree^t  letter  ircmld  ^  of  tat  west 
to  th«  Illli»>iB  or  Chicago  Historical  Soeieitiee. 

Of  c(mr3o  you  are  aver  a  of  tha  fact  tfa&t 
Ut^  FoM  is  boylBg  a  .^oat  nany  Iflneolii  items  just 
noil. 


fe  do  Bot  happ«a  to      ioteroeited  In 
jLi&coln  cuurios  so  vould  aot  ^  conaid»r®d  as  a 
pro8p«etiTe  parehas^. 

W®  shall  be  vsary  plaased  to  flla  th«  letter 
with  the  iaforraatio»  ectatalBsd  l^«r«i»  a»d  if  in'Siuiifi.es 
cosa©  will  be  glad  to  mt  3«m  la  toudti  «itJi  tlaose  wlio 
tii^t  be  lotorested. 

Tery  sincerely  yattr«„ 


;  ,  Bireetog> 

Itlnooln '  Historical  leseareli  foundation^ 


Paintings  and  Bronzes 
by  American  Artists 
Expert  Restoring 


Established  1897 

J.  W.  YOUNG 

424-426  S.  Michigan  Avenue 
Telephones  Flarrison  6196-6197 

CHICAGO 


July  29,  1951. 


Early  American  Antiques 
Portraits, Prints,  Furniture 
Glass,  China,  Pewter 


Mr,  liouis  C.  Warren, 

The  I^incoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co., 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

My  dear  Mr.  Warrens 

We  have  a  fine  old  walnut  table,  unusually  beautiful, 
that  was  at  one  time  used  by  Abraham  Lincoln.    In  support  of 
this  statenent  we  have  the  full  history  of  it  until  the  time 
it  came  into  our  hands.    This  history  has  been  sworn  to  be- 
fore a  notary  public. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  a  photograph  of  this  table, 
together  with  a  copy  of  its  full  history  and  eilso  further  par- 
ticulars, write  and  we  will  be  glad  to  furnish  you  with  com- 
plete information. 

No  doubt  a  useful  piece  of  furniture  such  as  this  is, 
backed  with  its  fine  history,  would  make  a  most  desirable  ac- 
quisition for  your  company. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  and  go  into 
the  matter  further. 


ATYxN 


Sincerely  yours. 


Table  at  which  Lin.  &  Doug,  sat 


April  27,  1922 


My  disar  Mr.  OrayMllj 

*u  '^^^      y^'^  *°  *o  0^  at  tent  lu 

th©  awilaMllty  of  the  old  imlnut  table  at  which  Lincoln 
and  Bouglaa  sat. 


on 


I  VfngTBt  to  Bay  we  do  not  have  room  In  our  manewn 
for  the  display  of  ftimltnre,  so  that  It  will  be  impossible 
for  UB  to  aoftilre  it. 

t.u,    ^  V,  ^®         ^®  however*  to  make  a  raemoraadam  of 

thl8  table  ae  we  often  have  ingtilrles  from  people  who  are 
seeking  relies  of  this  type. 

Very  sincerely  yoiars. 


lAWt^ 


Director 

Lincoln  Hist  or  leal  lesearch  roiind&tion 


No.  172 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


July  25,  1932 
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Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 


Endowed  Bt 
The  Lincoln 
National  Lite 
Inbusance 

C  O  M  F  A  M  T 

Editor 


LINCOLN'S  OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT 

With  the  possible  exception  of  Lin- 
cohi's  wearing  apparel  nothing  inti- 
mately associated  with  him  has  caused 
more  interest  among  those  collecting 
Lincoln  curios  than  the  furniture  and 
desk  pieces  which  were  used  in  his 
activities  as  lawyer  and  president.  A 
list  of  some  of  these  curios  follows: 
Bookcase 

The  bookcase  which  was  used  by 
Lincoln  in  his  Springfield,  Illinois  law 
oiRce  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Lin- 
coln Memorial  Collection  in  Chicago. 
Chairs 

The  chair  used  by  Lincoln  in  his  of- 
fice at  Springfield,  formerly  in  the 
Lambert  collection,  is  a  revolving  arm- 
chair of  rather  crude  design,  and 
shows  evidences  of  much  use.  A  por- 
trait of  Lincoln  has  been  set  into  the 
back  at  a  comparatively  recent  date. 
This  chair  has  been  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  Herndon  as  the  chair  used  by  Lin- 
coln during  his  active  partnership  with 
him  in  Springfield.  This  was  not  a 
general  office  chair,  but  the  one  used 
by  Lincoln  habitually  at  his  desk. 

Another  chair  used  by  Lincoln  in 
the  law  office  of  Lincoln  and  Herndon 
in  Springfield,  said  to  have  been  made 
by  Lincoln  himself  although  this  is 
not  certain,  was  presented  to  the  Day- 
ton Museum  along  with  an  explana- 
tory letter  by  J.  A.  Rhinberger  from 
Flora,  Illinois  under  date  of  October 
!),  1892.  He  says  he  got  the  chair  in 
1858  as  Mr.  Herndon  did  not  want  it 
in  his  office  and  when  he  moved  from 
Springfield  to  Flora  gave  it  to  Esquire 
McGannon,  a  Springfield  neighbor,  be- 
cause it  was  too  heavy  to  move. 

A  hickory  chair  in  which  Lincoln 
used  to  stretch  his  gaunt  frame  when 
he  was  yet  a  small  town  lawyer  in  Il- 
linois is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Philadelphia  Historical  Society. 
Desks 

The  old  wardrobe  desk  in  which  Lin- 
coln kept  his  books  and  papers  has  a 
cupboard  bookcase  at  the  top  (the 
floors  designed  to  protect  the  books 
from  dust).  A  desk  space  is  below 
the  shelves  and  three  deep  drawers  are 
at  the  bottom,  two  of  which  are  fitted 
with  large  glass  knobs.  The  wood  wan 
cut  by  Lincoln,  William  Grady  and 
Coleman  Gaines'  son.  It  was  left  to 
season  before  an  old  man  that  lived 
with  the  Gaines'  made  it  into  this 
desk. 

A  black  walnut  desk,  said  to  have 
*'(:cn  used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  while 
ho  prarticod  law  at  Uloomington,  Il- 
linois, is  rough  hewn  and  unfinished  as 
it  was  when  acquired  in  the  store  of  a 


second-hand  dealer  by  the  present 
owner's  father.  While  this  might  call 
forth  some  doubt  as  to  its  authenticity 
it  is  said  to  have  been  traced  from  the 
old  Court  house  at  Bloomington.  It  is 
four  feet  high,  half  as  wide  and  as 
long  across  the  top,  and  has  two 
drawers  under  the  writing  top.  Held 
together  with  wooden  pegs,  it  might 
have  been  hewn  from  one  piece  of  tim- 
ber so  staimch  is  its  construction. 

At  Bloomington  Lincoln  won  one  of 
his  first  important  cases.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  he  bent  over  this  desk  as  he 
prepared  his  defense. 

A  walnut  desk  upon  which  Presi- 
dent-elect Lincoln  wrote  his  First 
Inaugural  address,  February,  1861, 
is  the  property  of  a  Springfield  family 
and  was  on  exhibition  in  the  Centen- 
nial Memorial  Building  in  the  Illinois 
Historical  Library. 

A  wild  cherry  desk  said  to  have  been 
m.ade  by  the  Lincolns  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  a  desk  company  for  ad- 
vertising purposes. 

Inkstands 

This  inkstand  is  of  earthenware 
and  originally  had  a  series  of  decora- 
tions in  gilt  on  the  sides,  most  of 
which  have  disappeared.  It  is  2Y2 
inches  in  height  and  4%  inches  in 
diameter. 

Until  1887  it  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  Lincoln's  law  partner,  W. 
H.  Herdon.  It  is  well  authenticated 
and  was  formerly  in  the  Lambert  col- 
lection. 

The  inkstand  that  Lincoln  used  in 
his  law  office  in  Springfield,  Illinois 
was  in  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Collec- 
tion of  Chicago. 

A  Wichita,  Kansas  girl  claims  to 
have  the  inkstand  from  which  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  dipped  the  ink  with  which 
he  signed  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. She  is  the  great  granddaughter 
of  a  man,  who  was  closely  associated 
with  the  Lincoln  family. 

An  inkwell  three  and  one-half  inches 
square  and  two  and  one-half  inches 
deep,  beautiful  plate  glass,  with  a  well 
one  and  one-half  inches  in  width  and 
depth,  has  etched  on  one  side  "This 
inkstand  was  used  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln while  an  attorney  at  Springfield" 
and  on  the  opposite  side  "Used  Iby 
Abraham  Lincoln."  It  was  purchased 
at  a  private  auction  sale  by  a  Mechan- 
icsburg,  Illinois  woman  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago. 

A  Wichita  Falls,  Texas  family  have 
an  inkstand  that  tradition  says  be- 
longetl  to  Lincoln.  There  is  a  similar 
one  in  a  collection  in  Chicago.  They 
are  about  five  inches  in  diameter  and 
four  inches  tall  and  one  was  in  every 
law  office  back  in  the  fifties.  This 
memento  came  from  Jessie  K.  DuBois, 
a  personal  friend  of  Lincoln,  and  its 
authenticity  is  established  by  affi- 
davits. 

Papervriffht 
A  paper  weight  which  was  on  Lin- 
coln's desk  at  the  time  of  his  aHsas.si- 
nation  was  acquired  by  Arthur  F.  Hall 
and  presented  to  the  Lincoln  Histori- 
cal   Research    P'oundation    at  Fort 


Wayne,  Indiana.  It  is  of  metal  con- 
sisting of  a  horse  mounted  on  a  pedes- 
tal. With  it  came  an  affidavit  by  Wil- 
liam H.  Tisdale,  orderly  to  President 
Lincoln,  concerning  the  authenticity 
of  the  relic.  It  was  presented  to  Dr. 
S.  Neumann,  Veterinary  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  by 
Maj.  Stackpole,  steward  at  the  White 
House  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
president  and  was  sold  by  Dr.  Neu- 
maim's  widow. 

Pens 

On  February  27,  1929  at  the  Ander- 
son Galleries,  New  York,  a  pen  was 
sold  for  $2,300.  It  is  said  to  be  the 
pen  with  vMch  President  Lincoln 
signed  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. Affidavits  accompanying  the  gold 
pen,  which  has  a  detachable  wooden 
handle,  say  that  it  was  given  to  Louis 
Burgdorf,  White  House  messenger, 
who  held  the  Proclamation  when  Lin- 
coln signed  it.  It  was  sold  by  the  mes- 
senger's grandson. 

The  announcement  of  the  sale  of 
the  pen  with  which  Lincoln  signed  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  brought 
protests  from  a  woman  of  Battle 
Creek,  Michigan,  who  is  sure  she  has 
the  original  pen  which  was  given  to 
her  gi-andfather  by  Mrs.  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  they  were  neighbors  on 
West  Washington  Boulevard  in  Chi- 
cago after  the  assassination  of  the 
President. 

A  third  pen  catalogued  as  that  used 
by  Lincoln  in  signing  the  Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation  was  auctioned  off  in 
Philadelphia  in  1924  for  $1,000. 

A  fourth,  also  called  genuine,  is  said 
to  exist  in  the  west. 

Sign 

The  old  tin  sign  of  the  firm  of  Lin- 
coln and  Herndon  hung  in  the  old 
stairway  for  several  years  after  Lin- 
coln's death  but  was  finally  taken  off 
by  an  unknown  relic  hunter. 

Table 

A  solid  walnut  table  which  occupies 
a  prominent  place  in  the  law  office  of 
an  attorney  was  once  used  in  the  of- 
fice of  Stuart  and  Edwards  in  Spring- 
field, Illinois.  Here  Lincoln  sat  on  the 
edge  of  this  table  or  sometimes  sat  on 
a  chair  and  perched  his  feet  on  the 
table  and  discussed  political  affairs  of 
the  d  ay  with  Stuart.  The  present  own- 
er's father  studied  law  in  this  office 
and  while  there  he  met  Mr.  Lincoln, 
then  a  distinguished  attorney  and 
member  of  Congress. 

The  table  is  of  walnut,  two  and  one- 
half  feet  in  height  and  thre^  and  one- 
half  feet  in  length  and  contains  one 
large  drawer  which  is  almost  three 
feet  in  length. 

Whether  or  not  this  table  later  oc- 
cupied a  place  in  the  office  of  Stuart 
and  Lincoln  has  not  been  definitely  es- 
tablished but  it  is  quite  likely. 

An  old  board  table  and  other  articles 
of  furniture  in  the  office  of  Lincoln 
and  Herndon  were  literally  whittled 
to  pieces  and  carried  away  "in  bits  by 
admirers  of  Lincoln  who  came  in  pil- 
grimages to  the  room  where  he  had 
worked  for  so  many  years. 


C>U-t-  ^^^^ 
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ADove,  office  desk  Lincoln  used, 
cut  in  half.  Below,  right,  a  pre- 
election  poster  of  1860,  held  by 
Miss  Margaret  Dfempster.  At  left, 
Lincoln's  acceptance  of  an  invi- 
tation to  visit  Cleveland. 
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Two -Piece"  Desk  Is  Prize 
Feature  of  Birthday  Exhibit 
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Mrs.  L.  o.  aluen 
504  north  4th  street 


August  n,  i^Sftfi 


Mm*  L«  0«  Allen 

1^  dim  Maiainf 

thaale  you  vety  anioh       oftlHag  to  our  attoa- 
%im  the  ourio  aMoolatea  iHth  Alxrabatt  llaeoia  ^ut  1 
rejpfet  to  adn»e  you  tiat  we  do  mt  ac^itls^  oirlo«  of 
*ol»  t^pe  ana  I  4o  not  icnon,  I  asi  eui?o,  who  would  be 
iatea-osted  to  t&o  table  f&aeh  you  doscrlbed.   Of  eourse, 

L?®^?"^"^  ^^''^  Llaoola  WM  well  acamtotodl 

with  the  Allen  tally. 

Voiy  truly  y^wm. 


L«A«1Ceaw@n 


dix^otor 


State  To  Inaugurate  Today 


ANTIQUE  TABLE  FOR  CRAIG  INAUGURATION-An  old- 
fashioned  table  known  fo  dote  back  to  Abraham  Lincoln's 
boyhood  in  Indiana  will  hold  the  state's  official  Bible  at 
the  swearing-in  ceremonies  for  Governor-elect  George  N. 
Craig  today.  Examining  the  antique  heirloom  given  his 
family  by  the  late  Dr.  George  Graves,  last  of  the  Lincoln 
line,  are  V.  R.  Terrill  (right),  2025  College  Avenue,  and 
State  Auditor  Frank  T.  Millis,  chairman  of  the  inaugura- 
tion committee.  (Star  Photo)  '^^A.tV  ^Wx^  '  -  iv 


LAW  OFFICES 


ROBERT  M.  AXELROD 

ROBERT  M.  AXELROD 
NORMAN  B.  TEAGUE 


204  EAST  MAIN  STREET 
MERIDEN,  CONNECTICUT  06450 
TELEPHONE  (203)  238-0808 


September  22,  1987 


Mr.   R.   Gerald  McMurtry 

914  West  Rudisill  Boulevard 

Fort  Wayne,    Indiana  46807 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 


^o!=^Kr''/°''  sharing  our  interest  and  excitement  over  the 
Whf?^        discovery  of  a  table  used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  at  the 
White  House  during  his  administration. 

I  am  enclosing  photographs  of  the  table  taken  from  several 

S'^^hrre'are  a^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^°  authenticate 

th;  corner  .  IT^^^^^  photographs  of  the  plaque  affixed  to 

tne  corner  of  the  table,  but  we  have  thus  fa^  been  unable  -ho 

of^'L^^^^ble^Lr-s^b  "^'^  set^intrthe^urface 
ot  tne  taDle  and  is  obviously  very  old  and  states  the  follov^ing: 


THIS   TABLE  WAS   USED   BY  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

IN  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  THROUGH  OUT  HIS  ADMINISTRATION 

AUTHENTICATED   BY  MARSHALL  OF  THE  DISTRICT  "HENR?-* 

M^fnp^n'''^''^  WASHINGTON  McLEAN  FOR  HIS  DAUGHTER 

MILDRED 

The  table  measure  29  inches  in  height  and  is  very  nearlv  <.„„.^^ 
measuring  60  1/4  inches  is  width  and  59  1/4  in  depth  ^ 

^J^^^-^Y^^y.^^^^ted  about  your  willingness  to  assist  in 

mat-r  of       ?^  '5''  though  we  have  not  dLcussed  the 

m.atter  of  a  fee  for  your  efforts,   be  assured  that  any  reasonasT^ 
charge  you  may  wish  to  make  for  your  very  kind  efforL  Tn  ?hfo 
matter  will  be  promptly  paid.  ^  efforts  m  this 

L^^""^  c^^^""  liberty  of  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Dr 

ooseph  Suppiger  who  provided  me  with  your  name  and  IddreLrand* 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Page  2 

September  22,  1987 


who  shared  with  me  some  of  our  excitement  concerning  this  find. 
I  shall  eagerly  await  your  thoughts  and  findings  and  please  feel 
free  to  call  me  collect  at  the  above  number  at  any  time,   or  in 
the  evenings  or  weekends  at  my  home  at  area  code   (203)  235-9947. 


dz 


Enclosures 
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Vuc^^  Ajk^^  ^t/CoiXt^ «  cil^|i-.'^^l_ 


